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Whales occurred at the Japan Sea Coast of
Yamaguchi Prefecture in Recent Years

Mitsuhisa Kawano

Seven species and twenty-one individuals of whales occurred at the Japan Sea coast of
Yamaguchi Prefecture during 1996-2006. Minke whales (Balaenoptera acutorostrata) were most
abundant species (12 individuals) of them. They occurred only in cold seasons (autumn to spring).
It was considered that they would occur at this area on the way to the spawning ground (low

latitude regions) or to the feeding ground (high latitude regions).
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Fig. 1 Map showing the locations where whales occurred during the period 1996-2006. Numerals indicate the

sample number shown in Table 1.
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Table 1  Whales occurred at the Japan Sea coast of Yamaguchi Prefecture from 1996 to 2006
No. Date Location* Species Condition i né\il;figfl als
1 April 15, 1996 Kiwado, Nagato city Balaenoptera acutorostrata Catch by set net 1
2 May 15, 1996 Kayoi, Nagato city Balaenoptera acutorostrata Catch by set net 1
3 April 18, 1997 Kawatana, Shimonoseki city Mesoplodon sp. Staranding 1
4 September 11, 1998 Amagase, Shimonoseki city Balaenoptera omurai Swimming 1
5 October 1, 1998 Yuya Bay, Nagato city Physeter macrocephalus Swimming 1
6 October 5, 1999 Off Mishima, Hagi city Balaenoptera edeni Swimming 2
7 February 27, 2001 Tadanohama, Nagato city MYSTICETI sp. Stranding 1
8 April 2, 2001 Mouth of Fukawa River, Nagato city Kogia simus Stranding 1
9 November 26, 2001 Ohshima, Hagi city Balaenoptera acutorostrata Catch by set net 1
10 November 12, 2002 Yutama, Shimonoseki city Mesoplodon sp. Stranding 1
11 February 5, 2003  Yoshimi, Shimonoseki city Balaenoptera acutorostrata Stranding 1
12 April 3, 2004 Koshigahama, Hagi city Balaenoptera acutorostrata Catch by set net 1
13 April 29, 2004 Kiwado, Nagato city Balaenoptera acutorostrata Catch by set net 1
14 February 10, 2005 Koshigahama, Hagi city Balaenoptera acutorostrata Catch by set net 1
15 February 28, 2005 Kiwado, Nagato city Balaenoptera acutorostrata Catch by set net 1
16 December 25, 2005 Senzaki, Nagato city Balaenoptera acutorostrata Catch by set net 1
17 March 8, 2006 Ohiminato, Hagi city Balaenoptera acutorostrata Catch by set net 1
18 April 11, 2006 Yuya Bay, Nagato city Mesoplodon sp. Swimming 1
19 May 25, 2006 Kayoi, Nagato city Balaenoptera acutorostrata Stranding 1
20 November 21, 2006 Kayoi, Nagato city Balaenoptera acutorostrata Stranding 1

* Each location is shown in Fig.1 with the sample number.
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Fig. 2 Composition of body lengths of whales
occurred at the Japan Sea coast of Yamaguchi
Prefecture, 1996-2006. Solid regions show
minke whales.
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Fig. 3 Number of individuals of whales occurred at
the Japan Sea coast of Yamaguchi Prefecture
by month. Solid regions show minke whales.
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