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A Few Studies on the Ripeness of Eggs of Zuwai-gani,

Clionoecetes opilio
KATSUCHIVO ITO

Abstract

Spawning season and incubation period of Zuwai-gani, Chionoecetes opilio O. FABRICIUS,
were studied by using the materials found on the southwestern trawling ground for
1955 to 1959, obtaining the results as follows :

On the spawning experience in the adult crab, a mean monthly maturity index of
the gonad increased linearly from 1.0 in March to 10.5 in April of next year. In the
virgin crab, on the contrary, it was not seen over 6.4 in May.

Fertilized eggs preserved in the female abdominal part are considered to be hatched
out in the spring after one year with the continuous change of color patterns and
the period of hatching out may be alinost same with the formation of newly eggs.

The number of eggs a crab incubates is culculated from 5,500 to 150,000 and they
wiil seem to relate with the abdominal size, the large majority being the specimen
with 50,000 to 60,000 in average.
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