Jull. Jap. Sea Reg. Fish. Res. Lab., (11): 77-84, 1963.

HABEBHHEO x vy 7 283 5
2.3 0 & B

NI B R e N T oo Ky B R

Some Information concerning Atka Fish, [lcwrogrammus azonus,

in the Southwestern Region of Japan Sea

YOSHINORI OGAWA, Kivosiit OGAWA AND Siizul KANO

Abstract

Atka fish, Pleurogrammus azonus, JORDAN et METZ, were hitherto landed in small
quantities by trawling in the southwestern region of the Japan Sea. It was, however, a
singular phenomenon that they have suddenly increased in number since February, 1962.

The authors studied them by their distribution and body length composition to out-
line the facts concerning the present increase and obtained some information as follows.
Atka fish used here were the materials caught by trawling in the above mentioned
district in March to May, this year.

1. Atka fish were 230 to 290mm in body length and its mode stood at 260mm.

2. The gonads in both sexes were still unripe and sex radio was fifty-fifty.

3. The stomach contents of every fish were mostly classified into two or three

kinds, in which Euphausia pacifica was found dominantly.

4. It may be an adquate clue to the behavior of young Atka fish that there were
many fish belonging to Maurolicus japonicus as one of the stomach contents.
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