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Studies on the Distribution and Structure of the Fish Fauna
in the Japan Sea by Catch Statistics

II. Supplement of Seasonal Distribution and
Fishing Condition of the Bluefin Tuna

ISAO  OKACITI

Abstract

The author studied catch fluctuations, seasonal distribution and body weight compo-
sition of bluefin tuna caught in the Japan Sea. The following results were obtained:
1. In the Japan Sea, bluefin tuna of various sizes are caught. The large bluefin tuna
are usually caught in early summer, while small ones are usually caught in autumn
and winter.

2. The large bluefin tuna come into the Japan Sea along the Tsushima Current in
early summer, extending to the west coast of Hokkaido. On a few occasions, they
reach as far as the coast of Sakhalin and the Okhotsk Sea. most of them pass
through the Tsugaru Straits from the Japan Sea to the Pacific ocean.

3. The small bluefin tuna, whose body weights 2-3kg are distributed along the west
coasts of Honshu and Hokkaido. The migration speed is slower than that of the
large fish. Some of them pass through the Tsugaru Straits and others return to the
south west coast of Honshu in the Japan Sea.

4. Tt is probable that the (Q-age group come into the Japan Sea in and after summer,
and it is infered that they migrate to the north through the center of the Japan Sea.
The cacthes of this group is larger in autumn than in other season. The present
reason of the increase of catch in fall is infered as they are transported by the drift
current which is influenced by the prevailing west wind.
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