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Studies on the Freshness of Fish

YVI. Effect of Temperature on the Duration of Rigor Mortis

JoJji YAMAMOTO! AND EIZABURO NOGUCHI?

Abstract

The degree of contraction of the muscle during rinsing by water and the change of the
amount of sulfhydryl group contained in the muscle were measured under various temperature
ranging from 0 to 30°C for several species of marine fishes. The results showed that for
certain species such as Epinephelus akara, Fugu rubripes rubripes, Heterodontus japonicus and others,
the duration of rigor mortis was prolonged when the sample was treated under 10 to 20°C
rather than when treated at 0°C.
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