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A Few Comments on the Biological Grouping of the

Common Squid Derived from its Ecological Aspect-II.

GENDI KATOH

Abstract

In the case of the common squid, Ommastrephes slount pacificus (STEENSTRUP), some populations
are known to exist in waters of Oki Is., Shimane Pref, Japan. The present study was carried
out under the supposition that the same population visits these districts generally at a definite
time of every vear and special attention was paid to the annual migrations. The materials
used for the study are essentially composed of about 4,000 squids collected there during the
years 1950 to 1960. Major findings were as follows.

There are four groups of squids visiting annually the waters of Oki Is, two of which
appear during the summer from April to September and another two during the winter from
November to March of the next year. One of the two summer groups consist of sexually
unripe individuals and the other ripe, while the two winter groups are almost ripe in males,
and ripe and unripe in females.

The unripe groups in summer may be the same population as the ripe in winter. The ripe
groups in summer, however, could not be traced to the waters of their origination, migration
and others.

The squids in winter decrease gradually in size, nidamental length and testis weight with
the progress of time. Such a decreasing tendency is considered as the result of the fact that the
largest squids arrive first of all to these waters in the southern Japan Sea and succesively
smaller ones continue to appear until March of the next year. In this case, the writer was
unable to sustain the assumption for the reduction of mantle length, as SOEDA (1956) and his
co-workers have insisted upon.
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