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Studies on the Tagging Experiments of the Zuwai—Crab,
Chionoecetes opilio O. FABRICIUS, in the Japan Sea

I. Comparisons of the Tagging Methods

Yasvo Tanino and KatsuchHivo Ito

Abstract

Researches on tagging were attempted to ascertain the validity of four kinds of tagg-
ing methods for the zuwai-crab, Chionoecetes opilio O. Fapricius, in the sea off Ishikawa,
Fukui and Hyogo Prefectures. Of 13, 566 specimens tagged and released there from January
to March and from November to December of 1966, 525 specimens had been recovered by
January 1968. To attach the tag around the limb, the recovery ratio was too low to afford
any reasonable discussions. Another method for attaching the tag by piercing into the
limb gave very poor recoveries, the majorities, were restricted to the short term days of
less than a month within the same fishing season. It seems highly probable that these poor
results were caused mainly by the tag losses through the decomposition of the pin metals
used. It has not yet been cleared whether the tag attached around or into the carapace
remains after ecdysis, but the high recovery ratios with long term days by the carapace
tagging methods suggests that these can be employed in evaluating the crab resources
within the same fishing season.
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