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The Fishing Efficiency and Selectivity of
Beni—zuwai Crab Traps

Yasvo Tanino and Fuminiko Kato

Abstract

Trap fishing experiment for the deep-sea Queen crabs (“Beni-zuwai” in japanese)
was carried out in the various fishing grounds in the Japan Sea including Yamato
Rise, Kita-Yamato Rise, Hyotan Se, Hakusan Se, Toyama Bay, and the sea around Sado
Island, during the period from late August to early October, 1970.

Results obtained are summarized as follows:

1) The traps with smaller mesh size yielded the greater catches of the crabs, which
were caused by the increases of both the smaller and larger specimens. Judging
from the significant differences among the carapace width compositions of crabs
caught by the traps with different mesh sizes, it is supposed that mesh sizes of the
crab trap work selectivety for the dimension of organisms.

2) The traps with the entrance of 50 cm in diameter, currently employed in the

Japan Sea, seems to have the greatest fishing efficiency for the larger crabs.
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