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Recent Records of the Oceanic
Squid, Ommastrephes bartrami
(LESUEUR), in the Sea
of Japan

SHOGO KASAHARA

Abstract

The oceanic squid, Ommastrephes bartrami
(LESUEUR), is a very common species in the
north-western Pacific but is rare in the Sea of
Japan. Recently five specimens of this squid
were caught in this marginal sea. Two of
them were found in the common squid catches
by a squid angler in the offshore waters on the
13 and 14 of September, 1978. They were you-
ng specimens. The other three were caught
by a set net and scoop net in the coastal waters
during October and November, 1981. Two of
them were judged older but the other could not
be observed.

So far, five specimens of this rare squid
have been subjected to closer observation in
the Sea of Japan. Based on relevant informa-
tion such as the fishing and biological condi-
tions in the Pacific waters, it may be concluded
that at least the specimens found in 1981 ente-
red the Sea of Japan through Tsugaru Strait

during the summer season.
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Table 1. Records of Ommastrephes bartrami in the Sea of Japan. As for numbers 7-9,
close studies not available.

No. Date Location Gear Observer
Nishino-shima, Oki Yellowtail

1 Mar. 27, 1959 (36°~04'N, 133°~00'E) set net M. Hamabe (1962)
Offshore area Squid e

2 Sep. 13, 1978 (40°-56'N, 137°~07'E) angling H. Miyajima

\ Offshore area Squid -

3 Sep. 14, 1978 (42°-50'N, 135°~40'E) angling H. Miyajima
Shimami-hama, Niigata Small .

4 Oct. 28, 1981 (37°-59'N, 139°-11'E) set net I. Okachi
Kasumi-nishiko, Hyogo .

5 Nov. 14, 1981 (35°-39'N, 134°-38'E) Scoop net T. Nazumi
Misumi-machi, Shimane Yellowtail .

6 Nov. 25, 1981 (34°-43'N, 132°~03'E) set net J. Adachi

7 Oct., 1974 North of Oki Islands gggi?n g T. Nazumi
West coast off Aomori Squid

8 Sep., 1976 Prefecture angling M. Tamura
Off Awashima Islands, Squid -

9 Aug., 1978 Niigata Prefecture angling H. Miyajima
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Flg. 2. A male specimen of Ommastrephes bartrami caught on the coast of Shimami-
hama, Niigata Prefecture on October 28, 1981.

A: Dorsal view.
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Table 2. Measurements and indices of Ommastrephes bartrami caught in the Sea of Japan.

Samples number 1* 2
Mar. 27, Sep. 13,
Date 1959 1978
Sex Female Male
Measurements:
Dorsal mantle
length (em) 50.0 24.0
Body weight (&) 4,900 512
Gonad weight (£) — 0.8
Liver weight (£) — 30.7
Indices:
Fatness
BW (&) x108/ML3 (cm) 39. 20 37.04
Maturity _ 0.06
GW (&) x10¢/ML3 (em) :
Liver weight
LW (g) x 10¢/ML? (cm) - 22.21
*After Hamabe (1962)
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