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Diet Composition of the Firefly Squid, Watasenia scintillans,
from Toyama Bay, Southern Japan Sea”

Seishi Havasur'' and Kazumasa HIRAKAWA®’

Abstract

The diet of the firefly squid, Watasenia scintillans (BERRY, 1911), was determined for
each developmental stage by stomach content analysis of 345 specimens {dorsal mantle length
(DML):1.2-67mm) collected in Toyama Bay and adjacent waters from November 1987 to July
1995. Diet composition of this species changed from calanoid copepods in the paralarval stage
(DML:4.0-27.0mm) to planktonic crustaceans, such as calanoid copepods, Euphausia pacifica
and Themisto japonica, fishes and squids during the subadult (DML:21-60mm) and adult stage
(DML:38-67mm). Prey items were mostly composed of cold-water species with a lower species
diversity which was particularly recognizable in the paralarval stage. The minimum size of prey
eaten did not change with the growth of the larvae, whereas the maximum prey size increased
remarkably. This characteristic feature is discussed in relation to the size composition and the
nurmerical abundance of zooplankton in Toyama Bay and the feeding habits of other squids reported
in previous works.

Key words . Copepoda, Euphausia pacifica, stomach contents, Themisto japonica, Toyama
Bay, Watasenia scintillans
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RN A N (Watasenia scintillans (BErry, 1911))1d, BA§9%d - EEE~1 70417 b o 4F
WAL DORMEICENT, BEIGEX 2 WEBEEO -5 THS G 1978). FINRE T,
HBIZPEIND 72O Rk L 72k 7 VA B2, BEAMENRERE L TH A HFA
ENTEL, LoL, BUBIIBTAMESIIEICLAEHIREVD, KILL D ENR
ETHWEMB MO TARELELLDE L > TwAh, 2O L) LifEEDEENI OV T,
2V v =y ot (HYy 1985) L [ERIS, H 8 A B E RS IREES 5 RO EDR
B REEHEIIEAEINTWELEZLNS,

Lo L, fEEDEEFEREOZNICAHENLIGEIIBVTH, BENSEHEDOERIC
R RIZTL TV AR S . BEIIRE MRS & EWRREE & 1K S5 25,

199747 1 A13H 3 H AKX KERT BT 48 A 55508+

VT 930-80  w Ll EvARER 1 UTH 7 R IR R e
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BRAM B L UYL, BB ) — b2 OFMRSEAYNERE L, BROBEICRD EELPE
ERIZL, FORBIWMAEFRLERCRRICELVWEEZ LML (HF 1985). AHHIZBWT
1, WA TE L ORI ERIN A DO R ZAEFEIMARI O LEDORKDERTH L & 3h
(Hunter 1984), BHAEHIIBWTY, WO EE RIS L THR/R ST A (VECCHIONE
1987, 1991).

FINATDOFHNFEIIONWTIE, TN FE THEAAN9LZ), Sasaki(1914) B & OV [LIE K
B (1982) AW BRI LA AIZOoWTHEE L, ZofAdye LC, 83, 747 M4,
WHEB LT X T SEENMONT WA, Lo L, ai2 &EREIic, #&I311~1 Aok
ARINICIR S N TH Y, FRICUBERICE R 8% RITT & E 2 SN AR oL
PICET 2 HERFELTHDE, TRHEDZENS, FIUNEIIBIT ARSIV A 7 ifERDOLE,
WREZ 9 5 720120%, RY VA D OWIERRIZER LT, (FHEOHAEYZWS 2127 %
VU H DL EEZHNL, KR TIE, EBHRBEZOBEKY GO T2 OBEKICEL T
DFEBEEEINIEANATW 2R, fEBEPHIEZHS M L0 THET 5.

RN S, FIMRERTICSH I 2w m R EEBERAR L OREE
CIFMB O 4 B L OHINEREBRBAASOMEGET CICEHERO T A IZBILH L EIF 5.
T 72, RO THE 2 72720 7z QAR EIX K EE 72 i i B s i B L i i S oo 2
BRTD.

MHE L&

1 R HDIRE

19874E11 A 2519957 H £ ToO Iz, &EIENAOAFI37H (Fig. 1) TIRIESN - RAE L%
HEEMNETE 1.2~6Tmm) 57 b5k 7 VA # (345EK) M EHCH V. RSV H D
FREINIE 4 ~ 5 0T, SMELZATREIZIOH ERBAIEL, FED 1 AEICIERERICR .
G lE TR ENEH DL 0D, ZIZIFETHLILEPMONTWE (HA 1985 ; #k
1995). K& VA B OFEFERICOW T, A (1995) 13 5HEHED S ET ERH25mm F T%
HHEMT, FRUPETHETIINETEM4SmmE T, HTRAETEHSMmE T AHA
, HETERPENSU EOL 0% “WAEE” L LTwa, ZITRBLTIE, METEM
OIS SHBIL, 5~ 9 AICRESHZEEAEE FHE", 10~12H ICREShoh
RUEARE REAE", 1~10H 1FE SN RBMEERE “Sk” & LT o 7.

fFREE, 5 AWCEEIEN 2 SI2B 5% BRNORPACH v b ([1£% : 45cm, #@H
0.345mm) 12 & A 150miEAD S OFRERIC LY, $726 BICI3ELBNIMNASIZBIT ARy T4
v b (114%£70cm, #HO0.5mm) 2 X A100miEN HERE F TOMEERICLI VIFELL., 3512,
7~9RHIZiEHRE —uiE(EE ) A  10mm) = VT, SILERSE 6 H 020~ 150miE
3T > & R4 L 72 (Fig. 1, Table 1).

REARE, 10~12H 2R b o — v (B ) EHEE 0 10~20mm) 12 & ) SFILIEA 7 50
10~350mE i 2> HERE L 72, KIic oW T RKAEOIRELFLEEH T, 1~3AB
FUT7 ~10A ICE BRI 7 Ho90~350mi@E a2 SERE L. 72, 3~ 6 FIidE LR
W RO E BT HRELE Ehti L 72 (Fig. 1, Table 1).

BEENTEI VA AIEE ~10%FL~ ) VK TREE L-RICHENED OS5I HE L 7.
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Map showing the positions of the sampling stations for Watasenia scintillans in Toyama Bay and
adjacent waters. Open circles show the sampling stations for paralarvae with a NORPAC net.
Solid circles show those for paralarvae with a bongo net. Squares show those for paralarvae
with a midwater trawl. Solid squares show those for subadults with a midwater trawl. Triangles
show those for adults with a midwater trawl. Solid triangles show those for adults with a set net.
See Table 1 for sampling dates.
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Tablel. Data on sampling and individual numbers of W. scintillans used for the stomach content
analysis.
Developmental Sampling Sampling No. of specimens
stage*' date gear used for analysis
Paralarva May, ‘95 Norpac net 14
June, ‘95 Bongo net 72
July, ‘95 Midwater trawl 11
Aug., ‘90, 93, 94 Midwater trawl 25
Sep., ‘89 Midwater trawl 52
Subadult Oct., ‘88, ‘91, ‘92 Midwater trawl 24
Nov., ‘87 Midwater trawl 3
Dec., ‘87, ‘93 Midwater trawl 7
Adult Jan., ‘89 Midwater trawl 15
Feb., ‘88, ‘94 Midwater trawl 16
Mar., ‘88 Midwater trawl 11
Mar., ‘92 Set net 10
Apr., ‘95 Set net 26
May, ‘95 Set net 11
June, ‘93 Set net 21
July, ‘88 Midwater trawl 5
Aug., ‘93 Midwater trawl 20
Oct., ‘88 Midwater trawl 2
+ See text for parameters used to determine developmental stages.
2 BABMDOHH
WEBE SmmLL FOMEIZO>VWTIE, AF4 FFIALORBAAFL v - TV — —FLEE

WL, RS T T ETRE Lok, MHSE T O S AMBEE TR S
HHEENEYEEE L. AEFR3ImmEHEALERICO VTR ETRY / FATHEL
7%, WHEEEMHAY I ENWT, BEMOML, ATA NI A EORBI AT L
oo 70— —SLRRIETEICER L, RS T TN R I L e BN D
SAMEE T L7,

BRELUEE

1 RBEERNSASTMMER (Table 2)

1FRE - 5 HICIRE SN (HETE © 1.2~2.5mm) 12IE B NEWILEO 5 ko 7275,
6 HOFRET2IAMR (METE © 1.2~88mm) D) b, 14ERGFIERE  35~82mm) THOH TH
NEBHRO LNz, BNEW, BENEDHIOAL N5 EEEEEC L, $XTHA
7 ¥ M Calanoida  [Candacia sp.(=C. bipinnata?), Calanidae sp., Metridia pacifica) T V),
BN H A 7 8 (Candacia sp.) DR S N2/ MEAK O EEEIZ40mmTH - 72, HHER
F5.6mmo 1 {AEDFHHIZIE, Candacia sp. & Calanidae sp. ¥ F N F 1 EEAA S L. TH
IHRIE S AU AR VE AR (SLES E ¢ 8.1~ 17.0mm) 13, 6 BRI B INGEWAA S, e
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DEALY A 4 K12, Calanoidad O 23 Z W Z N 1K TS ICHA LN, 8 HD25
i HETFE 0 8.0~27.0mm) D) &, 13EEICENEY»BO SN, 2HEIZH AT L HEHD
WA A S L7213, 1MARICA 7 IO Eupausia pacificaD AR, FARLFN 5 OBH
WHONBHER R L7z, 9 HORERMERE 1 14.0~27.0mm) D) &, 1MEAKICHNE
Whsa N 7-h, 8 HLLRTIZA S 7z E pacifica, CalanoidaX FHEFAD B Oz, 72 120
WH# D Themisto japonica7Sii - 7.

KRR D100 ICHRE S N7 RIRAEAR (NET R © 21~-3Tmm) D ) &, 12M8KIZE AR
DRI N/, FNoDH b, E pacificaDBEIRRLFADRE A HYA 77 OB ARE A (118 14) T A
L, FOMT. japonica®®F 7% 1 4K 1Z, Calanoida®®fi 2% 1 EKIZ, 4 7 25D
Pareuchaeta japonica®FMAY 2 AR ICA Sz, BEEADO S B, 1HEEOHEHNICIEE, E
pacifica 2 LB L OT, japonicaS RSB 57z, $72, E pacifica 1 kB L OP. japonica
LR FEI AT 2 kD NIZREO 7z, 11~12H ORBUR10ME K (4 ET K © 37~50mm)
i, IXTOMKICEHAEWD AR SNT:. E pacificaDFEIRRLFAON 25 6 8RS, T japonica
OREIRRLTAERAHS 3RS, P japonicaD A% 1 BRI, M. pacifica® HEHEETAS 8 fEAR 12
X SZH7CH A 7 VHEDScolecithricella minorH™ 1 ARIZ A S i, R IINETED
KEL L BHIZONT, $HLT AN E /R L.

Bk T 1~ 2 FICHRE SN BR3E AR (MEF R | 38~56mm) T TOMKIZEHNEWA
AT B pacifica 21D, T. japonica’ 10K D, P. japonica?s1MEAE D, M.
pacifica?SISMHAEDFBNICHA SN, +F7 IHEBIOHA 7 VHOBBHEENE» 7. 72,
2D L 1 EIKOBHNIZIZE. pacifica, T ]apomcaiaJZU‘M pacifica DT L > T, )
O THHOFHE, BB LUCEoLs A SNz, 3 HICIRE SN RAIEENEYE 52
~6lmm) TH T XRTUIFAEY RO LN, E. paczj‘icaﬁ§91l§lf7-l§f“, P. japonicad® 6 fE{kT
ARSI, 7l Hh A T DNeocalanus cristatus?’ 1 HEOENIZASN/Z. 3~6 1
WA TEBHTIRES N K IZOWTADL E, 3 A TIIEAEIOEAMNELTE 47~
6lmm) D) B, 7THEKICHEANEY A S, Copepodad i 28 1 fH{KIZA SN/, 4 AT
26M8R (M EHFE 1 50~62mm) D) B, 9 EIRICHNEWA RO 5, Candacia bipinnata?)’
LRI, HEEAOBA S 2 i A SNz, 5 A TRIVERMMEEERE  54~63mm) D) b,
SHIRICEHNBEY S A S, BIHEOEOIKSED L 4 I OFEWH WO T 1HEICAS I,
6 JCld2l1EER(HETE 1 54~6Tmm) D) 5, 20[EICHRNED A S, SEOFHEAT L
HRERDSIMAIRIC A Sz, 1RO B NOREOMBERREIZ14ETH -7, 3~6 HEEL
T, BNEMIZWIT N EERREOH L % b DEES ALz, 7 ~10 1 IHRE S ok
27K (N ERE  44~66mm) D) B, 2UEKICE NG AEED S, T japonicah 15EMAIC
E. pacifica?’ TS, P japonicah™ 5 IR, M. pacifican’ 4 BiRICA SR, THD 1
TRIZIE, E pacifica®BRDS108ME, P. japonica®ifE ikl AT16M8 5 & OM. pacifica® H5 i /520
EFED S 7z,

BEFED RS VA OFAEY O L LTid, Sasaki(1914) 454 ~ 7 H ORI/, 7
I H (Mysis sp.) BE I A7 L Hi(Corycaeus sp., Oncaea sp. etc) &, & IR KEEREES;
(1982) 7511~ 1 A ORMARB X OBARIC A 5 7 IH(E. pacifica), ¥HHE(T  japonica) B & OF
B AT H(P. japonica, M. pacifica, C. bipinnata) x HE L T 5. SHEOGHERL S
BONTRY VA AR - AROFAYRIE, ChoDfEFLIZIEZ LT

SRl DFHD HIE R T N A TAFHEDEA O/ ESE 3 mmlL T OFEEO E P9I, ﬁEE%
OHN -7 (Table 2). LA L, VEccHIONE(1991)IZ K VA I DIET LRI VA HENR «*r
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BroAbralia trigonuraDHFHEZ R, BNEY O L SN2/ MAKIEIAEEE 23mmT,
NEYDIEEAEDPHBEOWR THo72Z L EMHE LT b, F72,VipaL and Hamovic (F]
W)X T HABEROTVE Y F Ly 7 Allex argentinus) D) a3 b4 PO HHNE
WaH~, SNETERSTMmOBEEICHO THA 7 P HOMNER RO, 2R TOMIKTIES
COMAY (HEEEE, MITER, N7 7)THE)EZEUIREPALNIZE LTWAE. 5
EBAFBEEO Y >3 b F 4 Y HARISAVERR O R % A R 2 o TRET S L O
TRRLTWAE, RINAAFHEETHIAIFO) v a by F+ oo L) Iaabis
723, BEELIWELEE D > TnE I Ers, A—0EHFERTr 2L ELT LIV W
», %< @T%)[(Hi%%é\ﬁ*ﬁfﬁiﬁu/*ﬁ 1'% 3mmELF DR TV A BHHEDFE L 2 » T b u ik
bHEZONL. MO 5, FRiC WRELEEERIZT EZEZ SN L EMBKRERZON
AMEEO,IZT S I EIETER 75‘of A%, ZOBEMEELCE, K VA HFHEOREA YL
B 4T VMRS, CalanoidaH ) DAIZE > CTHEOOLNL I LM TH -~ 72,
FEHEBINOFNED BB 5 &, (FREOBFIIEAIAT VHET, BRI 5104
F7IHE MWD - 2. REARTED A T VHICH @S MDb b 00, FHEOFR
LEBOBETH o7z, RIRICE DL, REEOMAYMBICMZ T, BB A DEIFED
Shiz. $abb, Ky IVA AT HOTEP WET I NSRS b
B - A WEICENETINTA I EPHLNIC L 572, 2O L) B AL OZEL
i, oy oy A HEWBZIE, A1) 7+ LT Y) 4 # (Loligo opalescens), T A1) H4 v
X 4 % (Loligo pealei), T 7114 % (Ommasirephes bartrami) %) 1238\ C & HELL L 21 H R
O LN TV A (FIELDS 1965 5 Vovk 1983 ; BoucHer-Robni et al. 1987 5 Nixon 1987).

2 SRBEREZEL TAH-BERNEHER

FINATOFENEWE LTINS W ZE AW, A7 V8, %7 38, mWH,
BHBIOADETH 7. TIN50 L, BB LS FHEITEEKOKRIS, TAHRETT
YIONYDOHAT U, AFXFT IEBIUVEHEIEEEER RO, FRETT 0
ORI A T PO ERD S A F T I (Buphausia pacifica) B & O U
(Themisto japonica) l$FNEFN 1 FTH -7 (Table 3). HEFCTCHEETE/LTHNI L, 6F
WEKET T 7 b T KT 707 i 4 HOBRB L UV6 HOMFRECHi&E sz h
17 YHDCandacia bipinnataDHToh -7z, BETEILVHL H o 7278, BERICBITS
HHNAEWOZNZNOMAY B2 CHWT 5 &, KV A DETNTORBEBZBLT, F
FAPEHE A K ERRE T 7 > 7 P IRIF L T a0 EZ 515,

KFFE O H N5 *ﬁfﬁiﬁﬁi#@@%f?(%(mm_bf Mo 7zDy, REYNAHDOFEHES ]
RO A DA D 72012, BEEDHIH (Mort 1937 ; Brosky 1950 5 “FJII KFEE |
I kepaet al. 1992 ; 05 1993, IKhl)A and Hirakawa 1996) 705, & 4 OFE O BRI O E
AR BLEAE @) & LTk, FRSEEHRY VL HONETRE OBRE
Fig. 212R L 7=, $HHOATHEIZN IO 4 7 o Ex B L, Bilozng, Lo KBoOhA7
VH, &AFT7 IHEBICmHBETEMT L L1085, REKIINEBLOKREON AT UM,
FTXRT7 IHBLOWEEAEA L, RIKICR AL RBRETARL NfEY oML, fEHE 4 H
HOEMT L, ok, "IV TOBEIES T, EHINLEORAY 1 3T
BH, BANTARIENL GV EEZRLTWA, BINBICBITARERIE I > 7 b v OHH
w129 B M (Hirakawa et al. 1990 5 TxEDA el al. 1992 ; Hirakawa et al. 1992 ; HIRAKAWA and
Ikepa 1993 ; HI15 1993) 7225, —fRI/NEF 4 X (A7 28) Db DT EMEEHN»E
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Table3. Species composition of planktonic crustaceans found in the stomachs of W. scintillans, all
the developmental stages combined.

COPEPODA Calanoida

Neocalanus cristatus
Calanidae sp.
Pareuchaeta japonica
Scolecithricella minor
Metridia pacifica

ON N N NN

Candacia bipinnata

Candacia sp. (=C. bipinnata?)
unidentified

AMPHIPODA Hyperiidae @ Themisto japomca

~ EUPHAUSIACEA Euphaugidae . Euphausia pacifica

@ cold-water species, O:warm-water species

KE A X (FF7 33, mHEH O DIIEMESKEVD OO, HxTHIEEEI A %
EBHOENTWS, AEBDOLH AT LIRS VA 77®ﬁ‘$ﬁf) roﬁf(.ﬁ‘f’f'@"\“(@)miﬁlw
fEasm L TREE LCRIH SN DI LT, BERBEDL 7w, L) Ko+ F7 I FRm
&, RNV A DD FNS ORI &S LRI (EIV‘]ﬁ% FNOPBNTHETEY
13mmU\J;) e LTRSS Tz, A ZHHTIE, REIHEY, B2 XMoo &9 24
MOEENIEET S DD, KESTHEFKBEHTLHEAWETLILNTEALHIIILD
CEDPHLENTEY, VL OPOMIIBOTIIEREICHEY, L) KEOHEEZARLLOD,
HEIGROHON R ) BWEHHE C/NEORZFET T > 7 Py EREET L2 L SN TW A
(BoucHER-RODONI et al. 1987). THSED T EnS, K4 5 OBEBRIEERIZNFEE - 4 X i
L0 T I P VBEICL s THER I SN TV AL EZOND,
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Fig. 2. Relationship between prey length and dorsal mantle length (developmental stages) for W. scintillans.
Prey length indicates body length (min. -max.) of adult females of the seven species (food organisms)
reported from other works; Mori (1937) and Bropsky (1950) for C. bipinnata and S. minor,
HirakawA (unpubl.) for N. cristatus and M. pacifica, IKEDA et al. (1992) for T. japonica, IGUCHI
et al. (1993) for E. pacifica, and IKEDA and Hirakawa (1996) and Bropsky (1950) for P. japonica.
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