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Migration of the Sguid in the Japan Sea
as Studied by Tagging Experiments

By

SHIGERU MACHINAKA

Abstract,

A study was made on the migration of the squid, Ommastresphes sioani pacificus STEEN-
STRUP, in the Japan sea taking use of the data of the taggings operated in the same
region during the period from 1950 to 1957, and the following results were obtained.

In total, 57,689 squids were tagged. of which 439 were retuned, with the recovery
rate being 1.109%. The squids tagged in summer in the adjacent waters Toyama Bay
and Ryotsu Bay showed a tendency to migrate into the bays, and those tagged off
San’in District, Noto Peninsula and Sadc Island migrated towards the coasts of Honshu
The majority of the tagged fish. however, staved near the spots were they were liberated

The maximum migrating speed ever recorded was 17 miles per day and the minimum
speed 0.2 miles per day. with the mean value being 1. miles per day.

it was considered from the results of tagging operations that the squids found in
winter in Urago Bay of the Oki Islands might have swum into the bay in late November
to December and stayed there till February, next year, then they moved out to open
sea by March. It may be of special interest that. of the 7,098 squids tagged in the
abjacent waters of Oki Islands, there were 277 returns, including two reported from the
Honshu coasts: one from Taiza, Kyoto after 45 days and the other from Echizen-misaki,
Fukui after 75 days, suggesting a possible southeastward migration to the Ifonsnu coasts.

There was no return of the 1,725 squids in summer over Yamato-tai Bank in offing
of the Japan Sea.

For the squids tagged off San’'in District and in the Sado~Noto Peninsula region, an

intimate relationship noticed between the pattern of their migration and the sea currents.
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